
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
Pressemitteilung • Communiqué de Presse • Comunicato Stampa 
 
Atego acquires Blue River 
 
- Market consolidation continues with first acquisition by newly formed Atego 
- Atego extends its software development tools suite with Blue River IDEs for 

Embedded C++ 
- Acquisition enlarges Atego operations in Germany 
 
Embedded World 2010, Nürnberg, Germany – 2nd - 4th March 2010 – Hall 11, Stand 119.  Atego, the 
leading independent supplier of industrial-grade, modeling and development tools for complex, mission and 
safety-critical embedded systems and software has acquired Blue River Software GmbH, extending its 
embedded development software portfolio to now include C++ tools.  Atego’s acquisition of Blue River 
closely follows its creation from the recent merger between Artisan Software Tools and Aonix.  The 
acquisition also demonstrates Atego’s effectiveness at delivering on its growth strategy as a platform for 
market consolidation. 
 
“The Blue River acquisition continues our ‘complex systems tools market’ consolidation program,” said 
James B. Gambrell, Executive Chairman of Atego.  “Blue River’s offerings, vertical markets and German 
reach complement our existing organization and expand our capabilities across our entire organization.  The 
real benefit of our joining together with Blue River is not just the technology and products it gives us, but that 
by combining our offerings, our customers are better able to Work as One. As we continue to grow and 
expand, we are committed to remaining independent-minded and flexible, positioning us particularly well to 
serve the growing needs of our engineering customers.” 
 
Blue River was founded in 1993 as a supplier of software tools for embedded C++ system development, 
deriving the bulk of its business in the German automotive, engineering automation, telecommunication and 
measurement/control industries. The acquisition will significantly expand Atego’s German customer base.  All 
of the Blue River team will join Atego, extending Atego’s knowledge and capability within the embedded C++ 
industry. Blue River will work with Atego’s German headquarters in Wolfsburg, while retaining its regional 
offices in Nürnberg. 
 
“I am extremely excited that Blue River has joined with Atego,” commented Thomas Groß, CEO of Blue 
River Software GmbH.  “Atego is a highly successful and fast-growing company with an enviable reputation 
for providing robust design and development tools for complex systems development.   Blue River will add 
C++ development tools to the solutions and services Atego is able to offer to its customers as well as expand 
its market share in Germany and beyond.”  
 
“We are pleased to see Atego acquire Blue River and commit to the ongoing enhancement of its products,” 
said Reinhard Gessler, R&D Manager of E.P. Elektro Projekt GmbH & CO.KG, Germany.  “As a long term 
Blue River customer, we have already been impressed by Atego’s professionalism and service quality. This 
move could only be made possible by the dedication and skill of the Atego and Blue River teams.” 
 
The acquisition combines Blue River’s operating business including all products and underlying intellectual 
property, professional services and expertise with Atego’s existing German operations.  The product portfolio 
includes the E32, X32 family and DOCU32 development tools for C/C++.  As well as C/C++, the Blue River 
tools also support C#, JAVA, PASCAL, PL/M and ASSEMBLER development and integrate with all major 
compilers, including Atego’s Aonix PERC. 
 
“Combining Blue River with Atego is another significant step in our ‘whole product’ growth strategy.  Their 
tools complement our solutions for mission, safety and life-critical complex systems development, adding all-
important C++ capabilities to the Atego portfolio,” said Hedley Apperly, VP Product & Marketing at Atego.  
“This acquisition gives us broad coverage across our customer’s three most important embedded system 
programming languages; Ada (robust and reliable), C/C++ (current market leading language of choice) and 
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Java (the future for real-time software development). It is also further evidence of our strategy to remain 
independent-minded and support our customers’ choices of best-of-breed languages and tools.” 
 
# # # 
 
About Atego  
 
AtegoTM is the leading independent supplier of industrial-grade, collaborative development tools for 
engineering complex, mission- and safety-critical architectures, systems, software and hardware.  Atego 
delivers a stable, robust working environment to thousands of users across an extensive range of complex 
applications in demanding engineering sectors such as aerospace, defense, automotive, transportation, 
telecommunications, electronics, and medical. Atego’s Aonix PERC® is the leading, highly reliable, real-time 
embedded virtual machine solution for running JavaTM programs deployed today.  Atego also has the largest 
number of certified Ada applications (Aonix ObjectAda®) at the highest level of criticality.  Atego’s standards-
based modeling tool suite, Artisan Studio®, provides comprehensive support for the leading industry 
standards, including OMG SysML, UML and Architectural Frameworks. Atego WorkbenchTM provides a fully 
integrated, collaborative engineering framework for the trouble-free deployment and maintenance of best-in-
class tools for mission and safety-critical systems and software development. Atego’s tools deliver on the 
promise of an integrated collaborative development environment - allowing architecture, systems, software 
and hardware engineering teams to Work as OneSM - from concept through to delivery, maintenance and 
support.  Founded in 2010 in a merger between Artisan Software Tools and Aonix, Atego is headquartered in 
San Diego, CA, USA and Cheltenham, UK with offices in France, Germany and Italy, and is supported by a 
global distributor network. For more information visit:  www.Atego.com 
 
All trademarks are recognised and are the property of their respective companies.  
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Gary Cato, USA   
Tel: +1 858-824-0284.  Email: Gary.Cato@Atego.com   
 
Beverley McFarlane, UK   
Tel: +44 (0)1242 229335.  Email: Beverley.Mcfarlane@Atego.com  
  
Sophie Chiarini, France 
Tel: +33 (0)1 41 46 19 91.  Email: Sophie.Chiarini@Atego.com 
 
Please send reader enquiries to: 
 
Atego, Suite 701, Eagle Tower, Montpellier Drive, Cheltenham, GL50 1TA, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1242 229 300 
Fax: +44 (0)1242 229 301 
Email: info@Atego.com    
 
Atego, 5930 Cornerstone Court West, Suite 250, San Diego, CA 92121 USA 
Tel: 888-91-ATEGO (+1 888-912-8346) 
Email: info@Atego.com    
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